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·         Police Academy Training
·         Destination Iowa

 
 
Water Resources Development Act (WRDA)
WRDA is a Federal congressional bill that occurs every several years and approves projects such as
the Cedar Rapids Flood Control System. Senator Ernst’s office received notification through the
Environment and Public Works Committee that Cedar Rapids’ proposed language has been accepted
and will be included in draft WRDA legislation.
 
The language would reconcile the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Flood Mitigation
Project in with the City’s Flood Control System Master Plan approved by Council. When Congress
included the Cedar River Flood Control System in the Water Resource Development Act of 2014, the
USACE project did not consider flood protection on the Cedar River’s west bank. This added west
side protection necessitates a height increase for the approved east side US Army Corps flood
control project, to maintain its flood protection level at the magnitude of the devastating 2008
Flood. There is also an extension of the USACE project necessary to protect an additional 86
properties, not covered by the 2014 USACE plan. The USACE will be constructing these necessary
improvements, but is unable to participate in the cost of the improvements until the project
description approved in 2014 is updated.
 
If approved, the new language could authorize up to $50 million in additional Federal FCS program
funding for east side flood protection. This is not a guarantee of funding, as several steps remain to
bring this to fruition. Approval of the proposed language in the draft WRDA legislation is a critical
first step. We are grateful to Senator Ernst’s office and USACE for their continued support in this
process.
 
 
Communications Division
I am happy to announce the promotion of Phillip Platz to his new role as the City’s Communications
Division Manager. In this role, Phillip will provide communications support for CMO and City Council,
oversee communications team staff and guide strategic communications for internal and external
audiences. Phillip joined the City team in 2018 as Utilities Communications Coordinator and most
recently was serving dual roles as the Interim Communications Division Manager and Public Services
Communications Specialist. He brings valuable knowledge to the team, with 12 years of experience
in media, marketing and communications. Phillip can be reached at p.platz@cedar-rapids.org or 319-
249-9786.
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Tennis Court Repair
Resurfacing work is scheduled this fall at the Noelridge Park tennis courts. We are finalizing designs
and the project will go out to bid when funds are available in FY 2023. Repairs will take
approximately one month. This spring, park maintenance crews filled cracks and made minor surface
repairs to improve the user experience until the complete resurfacing work can be completed.
 
 
Police Academy Training
The Cedar Rapids Civil Service Commission met on Wednesday morning and certified a list 12
applicants for police officer positions. All 12 were offered and have accepted positions. The group
will begin Academy training on June 6. Recruit officers participate in academic courses, physical
fitness, firearms, driving, self-defense, first-aid and other skills as part of the training regimen.
Graduation from the Academy in October leads to a four-month period where Field Training Officers
ride with each Recruit Officer to determine their suitability for the final stage — solo duty until the
completion of their first full year. Cedar Rapids is unique as we offer our own Regional Academy that
attracts recruits from many municipalities and agencies across the State.
 
 
Destination Iowa
Staff continue to develop our application to the State’s Destination Iowa funding opportunity
available to cities, counties, nonprofits, and other organizations across Iowa. We are working to
schedule a special Council Meeting session for later next week where Council will consider
authorizing the submission of the grant application. Staff would then submit the application to the
Iowa Economic Development Authority. We look forward to submitting our application for a
transformational project on May 9 when the application period opens.
 


